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Global Health Research Course Introduction
Lecturer: Alison Drake, MPH, PhD
Hello and welcome to the course. I took this course—or version of this course—as a graduate student when I was at the University of Washington doctoral program in epidemiology. As a student in the course, I learned about designing research protocols that I use for my own dissertation research. I developed new skills that I never learned anywhere else, including budget management and database design. 
My research interests include maternal HIV infection, reproductive health, family planning, and adolescent reproductive health. I also work in eHealth, or digital health, and have some research projects, including some randomized trials that are evaluating digital health interventions. 
I became interested in research because I really enjoyed the process of designing and revising protocols to think about what the next research questions I wanted to answer in designing studies that can answer those questions. 
I hope that you as students in this course will enjoy the process of learning more about research and how to write research proposals. I also hope that you'll gain some important skills on how to conduct research and begin to learn how to develop new ideas and writing research proposals.
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